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1339 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria

September 24. 1888.

Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty
and humbly prays Your Majesty's permission to make public
certain passages from letters and a memorandum officially trans-
mitted by him to Your Majesty on April 29, May I, and May 2,
1882.

Mr. Gladstone has recently published a statementl that the
question raised by the Government of 1882 with regard to the
release of suspects (in the month of May) was absolutely con-
fined to such prisoners among them as were not themselves
associated with crime. . . .

Lord Selborne, however, from his own recollection, supported
in various degrees and forms by that of six other Members of
the Cabinet of 1882, has publicly demurred to Mr. Gladstone's
recent allegation.

Lord Selborne concurs with Mr. Gladstone in the prayer that,
if Your Majesty shall be so pleased, the passages in these com-
munications to Your Majesty, on which was founded Mr, Glad-
stone's announcement to the House of Commons,2 may be made
public.

To these passages alone Mr. Gladstone's present humble
request refers.

1340              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
BALMORAL CASTLE. September 30 [1888].
The Queen has to acknowledge Mr. Gladstone's letter, & is
willing to accede to his request that he should be allowed to
publish certain passages from letters & a Memorandum sent
officially by him to herself in April & May 1882. The Queen desires
however to be made acquainted with the letters & Memorandum
to which Mr. Gladstone refers.
The Queen further requests that any such publication may be
made by Mr. Gladstone in Parliament, & not in any periodical or
newspaper.
i Speech at Hawarden, August 20, 1888.              2 On May 2, 1882.